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THE DOOR OPENS TO PORTSMOUTH EXPANSION

“Exeter and Dover barely held their own'in ﬁopﬁlation and witnessed a decline in their maritime
commerce. Portsmouth, on the other hand, thrived. Population increased rapidly as families moved
in from the frontier and the Isles of Shoals. The British government placed orders for a number of

warships which guaranteed employment for many of the new arrlvalls |
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At vatious times New Englanders organized military expeditions against the enemy and used
Portsmouth as a staging area; when that happened the town bustled with economic activity...

It was entirely fitting that the community was chosen to host the signing of the peace treaty... The
town could well help sponsor the lavish ceremonies requlred on occasions of such importance and
local inhabitants had even more to celebrate.” « c« /- Jere Daniell, Colonial New Hampshire
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“Prospect Draft of Fort William and Mary,” Newcastle, New Hampshire,
Col. W.W. Romer, 1705, (Source: British Library, London)



